
Fruit Trees Planting Instructions 

Planting 

Dig a hole twice as wide and only as deep as the rootball of the tree. Be sure to adjust the 

hole so that the top of the rootball is 1" to 2" above ground level. Next, remove the 

container. Plastic pots can be removed by turning the plant upside down or laying it on its 

side and gently tapping at the pot until the plant slides out. Refill the hole with a blended 

mixture of Soil Pep and 2/3 of your garden soil. Firm the backfill by tamping it gently. Build 

a watering basin around the plant high enough to hold 3" to 4" of water. Make the basin at 

least as wide as the hole that was dug. Immediately water the tree deeply by filling the basin 

with water once, letting it soak in, and filling it up a second time. If the tree is in a lawn, 

remove the basin after this initial watering. The use of Fertilome Root Stimulator at planting 

time will greatly reduce transplant shock and encourage your trees to resume their normal 

growing habits more quickly. 
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Pollination of Tree Fruits 

Apricots: We consider apricots self-fertile and not needing a pollinizer. 

 

Sour Cherries: Self-fertile and not needing a pollinizer. 

 

Sweet Cherries: ‘Stella’ is the only self-fertile variety. All other varieties require a 

pollinizer. ‘Black Tartarian’, ‘Sam’, ‘Stella’, and ‘Van’ are the best pollinizers. ‘Bing’, 

‘Lambert’, and ‘Royal Ann’ will not pollinize each other. 

 

Peaches: The common varieties are self-fertile and not needing a pollinizer. 

 

Pears: Pears will bear more heavily with a pollinizer. ‘Bartlett’ makes the best pollinizer. 

 

Plums: ‘Green Gage’ is self-fertile. ‘Satsuma’ is best pollinated by ‘Santa Rosa’. 

 

Prunes: Self-fertile and not needing a pollinizer. 


